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women are busily employed in cleaning the house, the fireplace,
the plates and dishes and other vessels, and in preparing gram
for grinding About three in the afternoon they have a httle
leisure, which they employ in attending to then: children, or in
combing out their own long hair, and oiling it In the evening
they are again busy getting ready lights, preparing dinner, and
spreading the beds
When a caste entertainment takes place the guests either
wash at home, and dress themselves in silk clothes, or if the
distance be considerable carry their dining dress with them to
the house of their host, who provides them with water to bathe
in   When they are dressed, the men sit down in two lines out-
side the entertainer's house and take their dinner , as soon as
they have finished their repast, the women sit down in a similar
manner   In some places the women dine at the same tune as
the men, but at a short distance from them    The persons who
prepared the dinner set it before the guests, and dine them-
selves when the rest have finished    On the west of the Sabher-
mutee river the women dress for dinner in cotton, which
practice is the subject of much contemptuous remark among
the people of the eastern districts whose wives wear silk dresses
In some places no person, not even a man of the caste, unless
he have bathed and dressed himself in silk, can pass between
the two lines of guests at a public feast without defiling the
company, and it becomes therefore necessary that the enter-
tainer should procure permission to barricade the street-in
which he lives    In other parts of the country a person of the
same, or of higher caste, may pass without removing lus clothes,
but he must leave his shoes behind him, and carry his turban in
his hand, and above all he must be particular not to carry with
him a book bound in leather or any other leathern article
Five or six of the caste are usually stationed on either side of
the lines to keep off the dogs, a task in which they are not
always successful, and when a dog gets in, his appearance
creates quite a scuffle, hands are raised on all sides to drive him
away, and it generally ends in his putting his foot into some
man's plate, and jumping over him, or else in Jus rushing
between, two men, rendering them both impure   The sufferers
however put up with the affront quietly for the tune being,

